Wife on deathbed
accuses her husband

By STUART WEIN and LONI SMITH

A dying 18-year-old Palatine woman
named her husband as the man who tied
her in a chair, poured gasoline on her,
then lit her on fire, according to the
testimony of the physician who attended
her deathbed.

David Rhoads, 28, 409 N. Northwest
Highway is charged with three counts of
murder and one count of arson in con-
nection with the house fire last July 1§ at
306 North Morris that took the life of his
“wife Vicki Jo. The fire gutted the kitchen
of the home owned by Vicki Jo's parents,
Marvin and Carol Reiter.

The trial opened Friday in the Evanston
Cook County Circuit courtroom of Judge
Brian L. Crowe.

Opening statements and testimony of
prosecution witnesses painted a
gruesome picture of what were described
by Defense Attorney Paul Plotnick, as
rather unusual sexual practices.

In the prosecution’s opening smtcmenl
Friday, State's Altorney Sol Rajfer told
the jury, “You're about lo hcar of a
horrible and gruesome tragedy™

“The evidence will show that Rhoads
tied up his wife and lit the fire that
brought about her death, then he tried to
cover up the action in full knowledge of
what he was doing,” Rajfer said.

Public Defender Plotnick described the
scene in which Vicki Jo tied her own feet
and Rhoads bound the rest of her body.
They were going to play a game where
he'd rape her. The game was usually
precededi by alcohol rub-downs, and
when Rhoads couldn't find any alcohol in
the house, he used gasoline, Plotnick said.

“An explosion followed when Rhoads lit a
cigarette Plotnick said. But he described
Vicki Jo's death as accidental.

He also said Rhoads was not on trial for
his sexual practices, a statement he
repeatedly made to the jury.

Witnesses for Lhe prosecution said
Rhoads ran down the street saying, “Help
me, my wife is burning up.”

The flaming body of Vicki Jo was
carried out the garage door and hosed
down. She was carried, fully conscious,
across the street by neighbors.

Jan Bone, 353 N, Morris, said she knelt
close o Vicki Jo and asked her if her

husband had done this to her, to which she-.

replied, “'No."

Rhoads then knelt by his wife and said,’
“I'm sorry it was an accident,” according *
to Bnnc s lmhmony Vicki Jo's respo
was, “Laler, later.”

Witnesses said she repealted,’

going to die, I'm going to die.” p

After treatment by Palatine
paramedics, Vicki Jo was transferred to
Northwest Community Hospital. She was |
later taken to Evanston Hospital . by
helicopter, where she was attended by Dr. |
James Kdflowski, a surgical resident, for
third degree burns'over 90 per cent nf her
body.

Koflowski told the jury that he first
determined that her mental crientation
was clear. Alter doing so, he asked her
what happened.

“She responded that her husband had.
tried to kill her," Koslowski testified. He
tied her in a chair with an electric cord,’
poured gasoline on her, and set it on fire."
He then poured gasoline in the rest of the-
kitchen and then set it on fire. She said he
tried to kill her.”

Vicki Jo died the following day, 20 hnurs
after the fire.

Plotnick asked the judge to declare a
mistrial on the basis that Koﬂowskns
testimony would prejudice the jury.

.Iudg,e Crowe denied the motion.

and his assistanat, Dick
Kavall said they are preparing a ddem{
based on a plea of insanity.

In testimony Wednesday morning,
Palatine fireman Robert Wright said he
smelled gasoline upon entering the front
door of the Reiter residence, 306  N:
Morris. He followed the scent.to the Kit-
chen, where he said he found a gnsolme
can tipped over, with the cap off. 7

Damage to the kitchen area included
extensive “charring,” bul the area where
the can had been was clear, he said; *

James Marlon, 327 N. Lyle Drive, said §
he was unable to enter the home through
the back door because of the force of the
fire over the kitchen stove. He said he was
approached in the back yard by Rhoads,
who was “muttering” something aboul
“gasoline in the outboard motor. in_the
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garage...my fault.”

Marton testified Rhoads said something
about lighting a cigarette. Rhoads
seemedhtd.be §'out of i, arton said,
addl;ng that the defendant’s hair and
eyebrows were sin, i
eyebrer ged and his hands

Terry Dineen, 330 N. Morris, testified
he and Rhoads sat together at a picnic
table in the back vard of the Reiter
residence. He said he thought the manner
of |conversation was extremely calm,
considering what was going on at the
time.

According o Dineen, Rhoads said, “We
\wr::jusl fooling around... love her...this
wasn’t supposed to happen...1 love her...”
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